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The National Association of Rehabilitation Research and Training Centers (NARRTC) is pleased by the opportunity to provide testimony to the Interagency Committee on Disability Research (ICDR) regarding ways to maximize the scope of disability and rehabilitation research  and the possibility of achieving real world benefits and results. 

The ultimate mission of NARRTC is to promote the full inclusion of persons with disabilities in American society through applied research and training. NARRTC has a commitment to full community work integration, participation, and access for all persons with disabilities and supports the right to self determination and choice.

Since ICDR’s creation by act of Congress in 1973, coordination has been a key element of its mandate.  Our belief is that the mission of the ICDR is more relevant than ever, given the economic pressure facing the nation coupled with the current fragmentation of support for disability research in the U.S.  In this climate, discretionary funding is not likely to increase overall and consequently joint funding and collaboration across Federal agencies to enhance support for future disability research is critical. Current concerns, several of which were identified in The Interagency Committee on Disability Research 2004-06 Report to the President and Congress, straddle the mandates of many funding institutions. Concerns such as the high rates of PTSD among returning veterans might best be addressed through joint funding from the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), the Department of Defense (DOD), the National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research (NIDRR) and the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA).  Employment, another concern identified in the ICDR report (2004-06) requires a similar coalition consisting of Federal agencies  for example, such as the Department of Labor (DOL), the National Institute of Disability and Rehabilitation Research (NIDRR), the National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH), and the Department of Transportation (DOT).  The ICDR report’s (2004-06) third concern, Health Disparities, could be  more comprehensively addressed by joint funding from the National Institute of Health (NIH), the National Council on Disability (NCD), and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDCP) than by any one agency.

The disability and rehabilitation issues we face today have no regard for the specialist boundaries of our fields, agencies, and institutions.  ICDR was created as a result of that realization and no entity is better positioned to foster the partnerships these problems require.  If the issues facing us do not fall under one purview, it follows that the solutions must be as adaptable, agile, and multi-faceted as those issues require.  In this context, NARRTC offers the following recommendations for ICDR’s continuing mission.
We recommend that ICDR continue to support and coordinate existing interagency agreements and other joint funding mechanisms. 
Past experience on the creation and progress of interagency agreements has greatly advanced the knowledge base and outcomes related to disability research.  In the last five years, for example, such joint funding has involved projects such as OSERS and Bureau of Labor Statistics with regard to disability employment surveys; NIDRR and HHS with regard to the National Center for Health Statistics and NIDRR and CDC with regard to Healthy People 2010.    Most notably for our NARRTC members, four Rehabilitation Research and Training Centers focusing on psychiatric disabilities among adults and children have been jointly funded by SAMHSA and NIDRR.  The long history of joint funding of these Rehabilitation Research and Training Centers (RRTCs) has been instrumental in providing the resources needed to not only conduct innovative research but also to use the findings to impact mental health policies, programs and systems.  As pointed out in the US Psychosocial Rehabilitation Association’s Public Comment  at the SAMHSA Budget and Appropriations Hearing of  March 7, 2007, the four RRTC’s in mental health  have provided large scale dissemination of mental health/disability  research including advances in the area of community participation, health and function and employment to individuals with disabilities, their families, researchers, providers, administrators, educators, employers and others.  Lastly, the RRTC’s have also served as conduits to ensure a trained and educated mental health workforce.  
The joint funding programs have been under threat in recent years. Any regression in the implementation of the current interagency agreement process would seriously limit the development of new knowledge designed to further positive outcomes for persons with disabilities.  

We recommend that the ICDR work cooperatively to propose new cross agency increases in funding for disability and rehabilitation research.  
Given the success of the joint funding programs in the past, we urge ICDR to take leadership in creating new opportunities for joint funding programs across more Federal agencies to address the serious concerns of the disability community.  It would be a major setback to the disability research community if new and innovative joint agreements are not developed to foster the inter-agency efforts that are needed to benefit today's Americans with disabilities.
We recommend that the ICDR sponsor the creation of a government-wide database on federally supported and federally conducted research as has been suggested in the 2007 Institute of Medicine (IOM) Report, The Future of Disability in America. 
 With this comparatively simple tool, unnecessary research overlap could be better prevented and the funds saved as a result would doubtless create opportunities for new avenues and approaches to rehabilitation.
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