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A Message from the President

As you may recall, the leadership of NARRTC decided to create a newsletter on a quarterly basis to begin an ongoing dialogue with our membership. The newsletter aims to provide you with some relevant news from NIDRR & NARRTC, information about upcoming events that might be of general interest to the membership and a feature we call "Members Spotlight." This last will be based on material submitted by you, the members, that you wish the NARRTC community to know about. As always, we want this newsletter to be relevant to you and your concerns! Please send us feedback or comments on any aspect of it to help us make it relevant. 

While typically brief, this newsletter issue is longer. Important events are occurring as we approach fall and the Presidential elections, and we are committed to ensuring that the voice of our membership is heard in whatever administration comes into office. 

Among other items, this issue contains excerpts from two pieces of testimony that we submitted on interagency collaboration at the Federal level as well as information about a new coalition that NARRTC has joined to increase the power of our voice. 

We were very pleased with the response to our first issue and hope that you continue to give us feedback about these newsletters and submit any information that you wish the NARRTC community to know. 

Yours truly,

Marianne Farkas

NIDRR News

The latest round of DRRP and RRTC grant applications have been reviewed and awarded for the cycle 10/1/2008 to 9/30/2013. Projects funded include:

DRRP

Title: Health and Health Care Disparities Among Individuals with Disabilities

Oregon Health & Science University

Child Development & Rehab Center

Portland, OR  

Project Director: Gloria Krahn 

Title: Individualized Planning for the First Year Following Acute Rehabilitation Project

Ohio State University

1166 Dodd Rehab Hospital

Columbus, OH  

Project Director: John Corrigan 

Title: TBI Model System Collaborative Study of Amantadine for Post TBI Irritability and Aggression

Carolinas Medical Center

Charlotte, NC  

Project Director: Flora Hammond  

Title: SEDL’s Vocational Rehabilitation Service Models for Individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorders

Southwest Educational Developmental Corporation

Austin, TX  

Project Director: John Westbrook  

Title: Vocational Rehabilitation Service Models for Individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorders

Virginia Commonwealth University

Richmond, VA  

Project Director: Paul Wehman  
Title: Asset Accumulation and Economic Self-Sufficiency (AAESS)

Syracuse University

Syracuse, NY  

Project Director: Michael Morris  

Title: National Center for Parents with Disabilities and Their Families

Through the Looking Glass

Berkeley, CA  

Project Director: Megan Kirshbaum  

Title: Michigan Traumatic Brain Injury Model System (SEMTBIS)

Wayne State University

Detroit, MI  

Project Director: Robin Hanks

Title: Midwest Regional Traumatic Brain Injury Model System: Innovative Approaches to Improve Cognition, Function, and Community Living

Rehabilitation Institute Research Corporation

Chicago, IL  

Project Director: Elliot Roth  

RRTC

Title: Personal Assistance Services (PAS) in the 21st Century

University of California, San Francisco

San Francisco, CA  

Project Director: Charlene Harrington  

Title: RRTC on Disability Statistics and Demographics

SUNY Research Foundation

New York, NY  

Project Director: John O’Neill   

Title: RRTC for Health and Function Across the Lifespan of Individuals with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities

University of Illinois

Chicago, IL  

Project Director: Tamar Heller 

Title: RRTC for Community Living and Employment for Individuals with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities

University of Minnesota

Minneapolis, MN  

Project Director: Charlie Lakin  

For further contact details please see NARRTC’s website, “News/Updates” at:

http://www.ilr.cornell.edu/edi/narrtc/news.shtml

NARRTC News

NARRTC has joined the Disability Rehabilitation Research Coalition

The Disability and Rehabilitation Research Coalition (“DRRC”) is a coalition of national non-profit organizations committed to improving the state of rehabilitation science by enhancing the federal commitment to disability and rehabilitation research. The DRRC will seek to maximize the return on the federal investment in such research with the goal of improving the ability of Americans with disabilities to live and function as independently as possible. The Coalition will enable members to jointly play a greater leadership role in increasing and leveraging federal resources devoted to disability and rehabilitation research.

NARRTC presented comments and testimony at the Interagency Council on Disability Research Hearing

Excerpt from our testimony, as part of the Coalition (DRRC): 

“SUMMARY OF MAJOR FINDINGS, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Research plays a critical role in improving the ability of Americans with disabilities to live and function in society as independently as possible. The federal government has a central role to play in developing and implementing a comprehensive research agenda focused on disability and the rehabilitation of individuals with disabilities. The DRRC makes the following recommendations for improving future disability and rehabilitation research:

1. Develop a comprehensive government-wide strategic plan for disability and rehabilitation research. 

2. Develop government-wide methods for identifying disability and rehabilitation research as well as subtopics (e.g., studies of body structure/function deficits, activities, participation, capacity building activities, treatment and service effectiveness research) so that the magnitude and trends in disability and rehabilitation research across various agencies can be tracked.

3. Develop guiding principles for conducting disability and rehabilitation research.

4. Support a research agenda-setting summit bringing together policymakers, representatives from federal agencies, private foundations, and organizations representing researchers, providers, and individuals with disabilities. The agenda should include consideration of the recommendations by IOM in the 1991, 1997 and 2007 reports on disability and the recommendations of the Rehabilitation Medicine Summit: Building Research Capacity (April 2005), as well as a review of the progress the nation has made in implementing these recommendations.

5. Increase federal funding significantly in various agencies performing rehabilitation and disability research.

6. Elevate the status of NCMRR within the National Institutes of Health.

7. Clarify NIDRR’s role to include health and function research as integrally related to employment and community participation research, or split NIDRR with employment and community participation remaining at the Department of Education and health and function research moving to another federal agency.

8. Create an Office of Disability and Health in the CDC.

9. Examine the role of the VA/ DOD research programs and enhance the interaction between these programs and civilian disability and rehabilitation research capacity.

10. Expand support for efficacy studies documenting the benefit (including cost-benefit) of rehabilitation services, supports, treatments, and devices, including support for large scale randomized clinical trials (where appropriate).

11. Support efforts to enhance knowledge transfer so that research informs practice to a greater extent in the rehabilitation and disability fields.

12. Expand and improve the authority of ICDR to coordinate disability and rehabilitation research among the federal agencies.”

Testimony and comments presented by NARRTC itself:

“……Since ICDR’s creation by act of Congress in 1973, coordination has been a key element of its mandate. Our belief is that the mission of the ICDR is more relevant than ever, given the economic pressure facing the nation coupled with the current fragmentation of support for disability research in the U.S. In this climate, discretionary funding is not likely to increase overall and consequently joint funding and collaboration across Federal agencies to enhance support for future disability research is critical. Current concerns, several of which were identified in The Interagency Committee on Disability Research 2004-06 Report to the President and Congress, straddle the mandates of many funding institutions. . . .

The disability and rehabilitation issues we face today have no regard for the specialist boundaries of our fields, agencies, and institutions. ICDR was created as a result of that realization and no entity is better positioned to foster the partnerships these problems require. If the issues facing us do not fall under one purview, it follows that the solutions must be as adaptable, agile, and multi-faceted as those issues require. In this context, NARRTC offers the following recommendations for ICDR’s continuing mission.

We recommend that ICDR continue to support and coordinate existing interagency agreements and other joint funding mechanisms. 

We recommend that the ICDR work cooperatively to propose new cross agency increases in funding for disability and rehabilitation research. 

We recommend that the ICDR sponsor the creation of a government-wide database on federally supported and federally conducted research as has been suggested in the 2007 Institute of Medicine (IOM) Report, The Future of Disability in America. ……..”

The entire testimony submitted as a member of DRRC and the testimony submitted by NARRTC on its own is available for your review at NARRTC’s website, News/Updates:

http://www.ilr.cornell.edu/edi/narrtc/news.shtml

Upcoming Presidential Election

NARRTC strongly recommends that its members join one of the Presidential campaign’s disability working groups in order to ensure that issues relevant to you are heard by the candidates. The following are links to the campaigns:

Americans with Disabilities for McCain:

http://americanswithdisabilities.johnmccain.com/Site.aspx


Volunteer Action Center - McCain: http://www.johnmccain.com/ActionCenter/



Americans with Disabilities for Obama:

http://my.barackobama.com/page/content/dahome/
Volunteer for Barack: http://action.barackobama.com/page/s/volunteer
NARRTC 2009 Annual Meeting 

The meeting entitled: "Better Research, Better Evidence, Better Practice" will be held in May 2009 in Washington, DC. Stay tuned for the final dates and location!!
For the first time in over 25 years, the NARRTC Annual Meeting will not be held at the Holiday Inn Capitol. We are currently negotiating dates and a specific location. 
Format: Plenary and Concurrent Sessions. A "Call for Presentations and Papers" seeking submissions will be announced shortly in the following topic areas:

· Research Findings in Employment, Health and Function, or Community Participation Areas

· Innovations in Technology Engineering and Transfer

· Establishing Evidence Through Qualitative Disability Research 

· Systematic Reviews of Disability and Rehabilitation Research

· Value and Relevance of High Quality Single Case Study Design

· Establishing Best Practice in Disability and Rehabilitation

· Knowledge Translation Strategies and Research Findings

Awards: Nominations for the Distinguished Service, Commendation, and Special Contribution Awards will be solicited. This will be the second year for the Research Committee's Best Paper Award by a NIDRR grantee, which includes a cash award. All awards will be presented at the Annual Conference. 

Member Spotlight

DBTAC New England ADA Center Releases New Videos

The DBTAC-New England ADA Center and No Limits Media release fresh and informative videos. In the videos, college students with disabilities share strategies to succeed in staying in school, graduate, and get jobs. Students reveal their struggles with self-reporting a disability and negotiating accommodations in school and at work. Use these videos as part of trainings (each video is 7-9 minutes) and share them with students, job seekers, and service providers. Visit www.NewEnglandADA.org to view videos. Videos are also available on You Tube: www.youtube.com/nedbtac. DVD’s available upon request at ADAinfo@NewEnglandADA.org.

Keep Up-to-date on Pending Legal Developments on the Americans with Disabilities Act

The national network of DBTAC ADA Centers sponsors the ADA Audio Conference Series. The ADA Audio Conference Series provides in-depth information on the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). This program is designed to enhance an individual's existing knowledge base or facilitate continued learning regarding regulations and trends under the ADA. Sessions will be added to the schedule as developments occur with the ADA Amendments Act of 2008, U.S. Department of Justice’s Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, and other disability legislation. Visit www.ada-audio.org for more information. Also visit the Disability Law Lowdown podcast series (http://dll.ada-podcast.com/) for updates on the ADA and other disability law issues.

Future Issues

Submit your material for future Member Spotlight segments to Jana Copeland!

NARRTC Executive Committee

For a complete list of NARRTC Executive Committee members, visit our website.

Newsletter Committee

NARRTC News is being developed and prepared by Marianne Farkas, Joann Starks, and Jana Copeland. Email us with your comments, feedback, and suggestions for content.
