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What is not newsworthy?

▪ Old information
▪ Predictable information
▪ Process stories 
▪ Fundraising plans
▪ Incremental advances
▪ New collaborations
▪ Annual reports
▪ Anniversaries and “days” 

How not to speak to reporters
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A non-newsworthy press release

Global Health Group Celebrates 10-year Anniversary with 
Historic Executive Board Meeting

London, UK—Leaders of the Global Health Action Network will meet to 
discuss planning and implementation of their next ten years of work. 
Beginning its second decade in working to ensure better health for low-
and middle-income countries, the Network is holding the 14th meeting 
of its Executive Board.

Executive Director John Brown is joined by former Executive Directors 
Ingrid Streck and Raj Singh to discuss the effort to raise funds to ensure 
better disease prevention worldwide.

Do I have news?

1. Is it something different today than yesterday?
2. Is it counterintuitive, surprising or unexpected?
3. Is it the first, biggest, or most comprehensive?
4. Does it raise new issues, problems, or solutions?
5. Is it linked to what’s already in the news?
6. Is it intriguing to my neighbor?
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1. Is something different today than yesterday?

NASA’s Perseverance rover touched 

down safely in Jezero Crater on Mars on 

18 February, kicking off a new era of 

exploration on the red planet in which 

rocks will be collected and returned to 

Earth for the first time.

Encased in a protective heat shield, 

Perseverance whizzed through the thin 

Martian atmosphere and then deployed a 

parachute to slow itself down. In a final 

landing maneuver, a ‘sky crane’ holding 

the rover fired its rockets to gently lower 

the six-wheeled, car-sized Perseverance 

to the surface.

2. Is it counterintuitive, surprising or 
unexpected?
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3. Is it the first, biggest, or most comprehensive?

4. Does it raise new issues, problems, or solutions? 
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5. Is it linked to what’s already in the news?

6. Is it intriguing to my neighbor? 
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Feature Story: Human interest Story

SOME OF THE actors have been waiting 
decades for that to change. Ridloff remembers 
watching the performer Linda Bove on “Sesame 
Street,” who was one of the few deaf people 
children growing up in the 1980s could find on 
television. And when Novicki saw the Ron 
Howard fantasy film “Willow” (1988), which 
stars the 3-foot-6 actor Warwick Davis, “it made 
a huge impact,” he says. “For me, as a little kid, 
to be able to see myself as a hero” wasignificant
enough to nudge him away from sports and 
toward theater. Now, he hopes to star as the 
pioneering actor with dwarfism Billy Barty in a 
script he’s written that made the Disability List, 
an offshoot of the annual Black List, an industry 
roundup of hot screenplays. He believes 
progress is accelerating. So does Gold, who, at 
the time we spoke, was getting ready to 
rehearse a now-unscheduled Off Broadway 
production of “Three Sisters,” in which he had 
cast two actors with disabilities.

Questions to think about

▪ Is there anything new you anticipate learning from your research?
▪ Do you have research on impact, a new solution or a new problem

that has not yet been covered in the news?
▪ Which themes, trends, or topics are in the media right now that 

you can link to? 
▪ What do you have that is counterintuitive?
▪ Are you aware of any compelling stories from the field or human 

interest stories? 
▪ What will you do after you land media coverage?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GbfMzPuqSro
https://www.nytimes.com/1988/05/20/movies/review-film-willow-a-george-lucas-production.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2000/12/27/us/billy-barty-76-diminutive-actor-and-an-advocate-for-dwarfs.html
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Op-eds: Your chance to 
frame a story and/or an 

issue.

Successful op-eds are about your unique voice, 
expertise, and experience.

An op-ed is:

➔ 650 - 850 word argument
➔ A call for change
➔ “Controversial”
➔ Personal
➔ Evidence-based
➔ Relevant to issues of the day

An op-ed is NOT:

➔ Self-promotional
➔ Preachy
➔ Teach-y
➔ An explanation
➔ A platitude
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1. Make sure you have STANDING/GRAVITAS: What gives you the authority to 
write this piece, and not me?

2. Follow the news and jump at opportunities. (Better yet - anticipate them!)

3. Make a single point and avoid tangents (even worthy ones).

4. Be clear and be upfront in your argument.

5. Don’t be afraid to be personal.

6. Use an active voice. 

7. Use short sentences and paragraphs.

Andy’s Guidelines for Writing an Op-Ed

● Strong opening

● Main point (introducing the call to action)

● Supporting point/Why now (if not in the opening)

● Evidence

● A “So what?” (Why should I care?)

● Acknowledgement of opposition argument with brief rebuttal

● Strong closing (often this references opening and is 
hopeful/forward looking)

An op-ed template
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COVID-19 has thrown America’s elderly into extreme peril and their 
families into a state of panic, while making it more difficult for all people 
with disabilities to get the care they need.

In Massachusetts, about 60 percent of all COVID-19 deaths have been 
tied to nursing homes or other long-term care facilities. Meanwhile, 
families, unable to visit their loved ones, agonize over their health and 
safety and the care they are receiving

Many long-term care facility residents would be far safer in their own 
homes, but they need assistance with everyday living. Even people 
already receiving services at home from home care workers are finding 
that, during the coronavirus pandemic, those workers are less available 
and that following stay-at-home orders can be complicated.

There is a successful alternative to institutional care that allows people of 
all ages with disabilities to live at home with support: self-direction of 
home and community-based services, available under Medicaid and the 
Veterans Administration’s Veterans Directed Care program.

The self-direction model has enabled tens of thousands of Americans 
with disabilities — including nearly 42,000 Massachusetts residents 
currently — to enjoy a higher quality of life in their homes rather than in 
an institution. Given the serious risks of congregate living during a viral 
pandemic, Congress should step up support for self-direction.

Predictions that up to 70 percent of the population will contract 

COVID-19 this year create a horrifying reality for me and the millions 

of other people with disabilities in this country. We live with the 

constant reminder that, on any given day, a silent killer could come 

knocking on our doors. And for those of us who are unable to self-

isolate effectively during the coronavirus pandemic due to our 

dependence on caregivers, it seems as though it’s only a matter of 

time before our killer gains entry.

Yet no one in leadership is talking about us — 790,000 people in 

Massachusetts alone and 61 million adults in the United States. We 

are simply looking for the hope necessary for our survival. Each day 

of this pandemic has become more terrifying than the last.

At 3, I was diagnosed with a progressive neuromuscular disorder 

called spinal muscular atrophy, and I lost the ability to walk at 11. With 

the use of a power wheelchair, I was able to live independently, 

become an attorney, and accomplish my dreams. That is, until 

everything collapsed with the onset of Ehlers-Danlos syndrome. I 

went from trying cases to suffering through eight years of isolation, 

chronic illness, and unimaginable pain. To my further devastation, the 

SMA progressed, and I was forced to rely on caretakers for daily 

living, such as getting dressed and in and out of bed.

https://www.wsj.com/articles/how-many-people-might-one-person-with-coronavirus-infect-11581676200
https://www.mass.gov/files/documents/2018/08/30/MRC-Disability-Fact-Sheet-2017.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/disabilityandhealth/infographic-disability-impacts-all.html
https://www.mda.org/disease/spinal-muscular-atrophy
https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/ehlers-danlos-syndrome/symptoms-causes/syc-20362125
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Logos of the following 

organizations are displayed on 

the page:

National ADA Symposium, ADA 

Coordinator Training Certification 

Program, Great Lakes ADA 

Center, Great Plains ADA Center 

and Anthem, Inc. Healthcare 

Corporation

Join us for the Next Session in this Series:

Telling Stories to Inform Disability Policy
Featuring:  Jae Kennedy, Jean Hall, Noelle Kurth, and Davi Kallman

May 26, 2021

3:00pm-4:15pm ET

Registration Online at:  www.narrtc.org


